Pi Mu Epsilon

Problem of the Month

November 2007
A contractor estimated that one of her two bricklayers would take 9 hours to build a certain wall and the other would take 10 hours to build it.  However, she knew from experience that when they worked together, 10 fewer bricks got laid per hour.  Since she was in a hurry, she put both men on the job and found it took exactly 5 hours to build the wall.  Showing all work, how many bricks did the wall contain?
Problem of the Month Rules:

· Submissions must include a complete mathematical justification along with the answer.  

· Submissions may only be made by individuals or groups of two and must be dated.

· Submissions for this problem are due before 5 p.m. on November 26, 2007; they may be given to Dr. Leigh Lunsford (Ruffner 331), Dr. Phillip Poplin (Ruffner 335), or Dr. David Shoenthal (Ruffner 344).
Pi Mu Epsilon Problem of the Month website: http://www.longwood.edu/staff/shoenthaldw/potm.html
